DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Heal£J»«&ar  the  Year  1952. 
‘ — 

Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Anfftfr^^epor-ir  for  the 
year  1952,  which  has  been  compiled  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  Minister  of  Health, 


Statistical  information,  including  vital  statistics 
relating  to  your  district  concludes  the  report. 


Staff  and  Administrative  Arrangements 

The  Norwich  Local  Health  Office  of  the  County  Council  which 
I use  as  my  administrative  centre  for  all  purposes,  has  now  been 
in  existence  for  a year  and  the  benefits  of  the  improved  accomm- 
odation are  noticeable.  The  offices  of  areas  1,4  and  5 are  all 
situated  here  and  at  the  beginning  ?t  was  thought  that  some  economy 
of  labour  might  be  effected  by  pooling  some  of  the  work.  This 
did  not  prove  practicable  however,  and  the  three  areas  now  run 
as  separate  entities.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  year  the  position 
regarding  clerical  assistance  for  District  Council  duties  remained 
unaltered.  I can  add  nothing  to  what  I have  said  on  this  subject 
in  previous  reports  and  I trust  that  effective  action  will  soon 
be  taken  to  settle  this  long  drawn  out  question. 


General  Remarks . 


There  has  been  a noticeable  easing  in  the  general  feeling 
of  frustration  which  was  apparent  last  year.  This  is  still  present 
but  judging  by  the  lessening  of  industrial  disputes  and  the  fewer 
wage  claims,  the  economic  climate  is  healthier  and  the  people  more 
satisfied.  In  general,  the  health  of  your  district  has  remained 
satisfactory . 

Population . 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  at  18,020 
a decrease  of  60*  Live  births  (295),  exceeded  deaths  (231) 
by  64,  so  there  appears  to  have  been  some  movement  out  of  your 
district.  You  will  note  that  the  population  slowly  rose  during 
the  war  and  post  war  years  but  that  this  tendency  seems  now  to 
have  ended. 

Births  and  Death  Rates. 


During  the  year  there  were  295  live  births,  giving  a birth 
rate  of  16.3  compared  with  15,97  for  last  year.  The  corresponding 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  were  15.3  (1952)  and  15.5  (1951). 

231  deaths  were  recorded  giving  a crude  death  rate  of  12.8, 
compared  with  the  figure  of  12.6  for  area  5 and  11,3  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

13  children  died  in  their  first  year  of  life  - this  Is  rather 
more  than  in  recent  years  and  reference  to  table  6 shows  that  six 
of  these  are  classified  as  "other  defined  and  ill-def ined  diseases". 
The  examination  of  the  individual  certificates  In  these  cases  shows 
that  "pre -maturity"  accounts  for  the  majority. 

Many  of  the  causes  of  pre-maturity  are  obscure  but  it  has  been 
shown  that  the  incidence  terd^  to  be  higher  in  the  lower  socio- 
economic  groups  and  that  in  some  cases  this  excess  Is  associated 
with  the  gainful  occupation  of  the  mother  - especially  In  the  last 
three  months  of  pregnancy.  Another  proven  factor  is  inadequate 
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nutrition  of  the  mother. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  44  per  1,000  live  birth 
compares  with  28,8  for  area  5 as  a whole  and  27.6  for  England 
and  Wale  s . 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  numbers  involved 
in  obtaining  the  figure  in  Depwade  are  small  and  the  occurrence 
may  be  fortuitous • 

Infectious  Diseases  ( other  th an  Tube r culosis ) 

Of  the  512  cases  notified  during  the  year,  326  were  attributed 
to  measles  and  71  to  whooping  cough.  17  of  these  occurred  under 
the  age  of  2 years  and  4 were  under  1,  A County  scheme  for  whooping 
cough  immunisation  has  now  been  aoproved  by  the  Ministry  and  is 
expected  to  be  in  operation  early  in  1953, 

An  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  and  accounted  for  some  60  cases.  The  outbreak  was  caused  by 
the  introduction  of  the  infection  into  one  school.  Prompt  measures 
were  taken  to  exclude  infected  children  from  school  and  infective 
persons  from  handling  food.  Large  numbers  of  specimens  were  taken 
and  three  consecutive  negative  results  were  required  before  the  return 
to  school  or  work  was  permitted. 

Representation  was  made  to  the  County  Council  regarding  the  sanitary 
arrangements  at  this  school  and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  defects 
were  promptly  remedied, 

I am  much  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  willingness 
and  efficiency  in  carrying  out  this  extensive  and  arduous  task. 

Tuber culos is. 

19  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the  year.  97  cases 
remained  or  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Milk  Control 

Brucella  organisms  were  found  in  the  bulk  samples  of  milk  from 
four  herds  and.  the  tubercle  bacillus  recovered  from  another  three. 
Pasteurisation  was  required  under  part  7 of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  in  6 of  the  7 cases.  The  restriction  was  removed  as 
soon  as  the  affected  animals  were  discovered. 

Fluoridation  of  Water  Supply 

The  Council  is  referred  to  the  remarks  I made  on  this  subject  in  my 
report  for  1951.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Ministry  stated  in 
June  1952  that  the  matter  was  being  treated  as  of  some  urgency,  no 
guidance  has  yet  been  given  in  this  matter,  nor  has  any  report  yet 
been  published  dealing  with  the  findings  of  the  expert  committee 
which  visited  the  United  States  to  investigate  the  claims  made  there. 

(See  Footnote ) 


Water  Supplies  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  a considerable  number  of  properties  have 
been  supplied  with  mains  water,  raising  the  proportion  of  houses 
so  supplied  from  4lfi  in  1951  to  the  very  satisfactory  figure 
of  46 % at  the  end  of  1952. 

There  is  an  understandable  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
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water  used  by  a household  once  it  is  laid  on  internally  and 
problems  tend  to  arise  regarding  the  disposal  of  this  excess 
water,  if  a water  carried  sewerage  system  is  not  also  made 
available.  This  is  usually  more  expensive  than  supplying  the 
water  but  I would  point  out  that  piped  water  and  water  carried 
sewerage  are  complementary  to  one  another. 

During  the  year  the  village  sewerage  schemes  for  Hempnall 
and  Dickleburgh  were  well  advanced  and  as  reported  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  they  should  come  into  operation  during  1953. 

Hous ing . 

This  subject  is  dealt  with  in  some  length  in  the  report  of 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I would  like  to  draw  attention  to 
certain  items  mentioned  there. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  possible  to  secure  the  clearance 
of  a number  of  dilapidated  uninhabited  properties  and  a few  families 
have  been  rehoused  from  condemned  property.  I am  pleased  that  the 
number  of  demolition  orders  made  by  the  Council  in  1952  was  24, 
compared  with  16  in  1951.  Even  this  figure  however,  hardly  keeps 
pace  with  the  dilapidation  which  results  from  the  normal  ageing  and 
wear  and  tear  on  the  property  in  your  district  and  even  if  clearance 
were  to  be  maintained  at  this  rate,  little  inroad  would  be  made 
into  the  500  unfit  houses  which  still  remain. 

Temporary  Living  Accommodation 

I would  draw  the  attention  of 

the  Council  to  the  several  hutted  encampments , involving  86  huts  which 
have  been  converted  for  use  as  temporary  civil  living  accommod- 
ation. These  hutments  have  served  a useful  purpose  and  where  they 
are  inhabited  by  good  and  intelligent  tenants  they  may  continue 
to  do  so  for  some  time.  Nevertheless  they  make  unsatisfactory  homes 
by  modern  standards  and  the  converted  Nissen  huts  in  particular  are 
subject  to  serious  dampness  as  the  result  of  condensation. 

I realize  that  only  a proportion  of  persons  in  these  encamp- 
ments wish  to  leave  them  and  this  the  better  type  of  tenant.  The 
remainder  are  content  with  their  lot,  either  because  they  aspire 
to  nothing  better  or  because  they  do  not  wish  to  pay,  or  feel  that 
they  cannot  pay  the  higher  rent  for  a Council  house.  Nevertheless, 
loans  were  granted  and  raised  for  the  conversion  of  these  properties 
on  the  basis  of  a ten  year  occupancy.  The  encampments  have  been 
brought  into  use  at  varying  times  but  most  have  been  occupied  for 
some  four  or  five  years.  The  clearance  of  these  sites  will 
necessarily  have  to  be  undertaken  over  a considerable  period  and 
I would  suggest  that  the  Council  soon  considers  the  desirability 
of  closing  some  of  the  poorer  buildings.  There  should  be  no 
financial  loss  to  the  Council  since  it  will  be  inevitable  that  some 
will  be  occupied  well  beyond  the  10  year  limit  and  the  closing  of 
a proportion  prior  to  the  end  of  this  period  will  be  compensated 
for  by  the  longer  life  of  the  remainder. 

For  the  first  time  the  table  showing  the  known  cases  of 
overcrowding  has  been  included  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report 
and  I hope  this  will  remain  a regular  feature  of  it.  The  number 
there  shown  are  only  those  actually  known  to  the  department  and 
certainly  do  not  represent  the  complete  picture.  Never the le ss , the 
statutory  limit  for  overcrowding  is  so  low  that  any  case  recorded 
requires  early  attention  and  this  alone  in  my  opinion,  justifies 
the  maintenance  of  a separate  register.  It  is  also  desirable 
that  the  Council  be  kept  aware  of  the  cases  overcrowded  on  a 
"bedroom"  standard  sirce  these  are  already  over-occupied  houses 
and  in  the  nature  of  things  are  well  on  the  way  to  being  statutorily 
overcrowded , 


Health  Education. 


In  Western  Europe  the  control  of  epidemic  disease  and 
the  lowering  of  the  infant  mortality  rate  has  resulted  in  a 
remarkable  lengthening  of  the  expectation  of  life.  Reference 
to  table  8 which  shows  the  age  at  which  persons  died  in  your 
community  in  1952,  shows  that  the  vast  majority  are  65  and 
over..  M?ny  persons  were  in  their  90 »s  . By  contrast,  deaths 
in  childhood  and  adolescence  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

Much  improvement,  however,  is  still  possible  in  the  health  of 
every  section  of  the  community.  In  his  report  for  1951,  Sir 
John  Charles  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  points  out  that  the  accent  in  public  health  work  has 
moved  from  environmental  hygiene  to  that  of  the  personal  health 
services  ard  he  further  states  that  any.  progress  in  future 
will  be  increasingly  dependent  on  the  active  participation 
of  the  individual. 

It  is  a truism  to  say  that  progress  always  has  and  always 
will  be  opposed  by  sectional  interest  but  there  is  less 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  apathy  towards  the  raising  of  health 
standards  is  widespread  among  the  very  persons  who  stand  to 
benefit  most  by  improvements  and  that  this  apathy  largely  results 
from  the  lack  of  adequate  training  and  education  in  early  life. 

Active  health  education  will  be  the  most  fruitful  in  ensuring 
that  modern  services  and  knowledge  are  used  to  best  advantage. 

To-day  the  public  receives  most  of  its  education  in  health 
matters  from  commercial  advertising,  the  form  and  text  of  which 
is  dictated  by  business  considerations.  Great  play  is  madd  of 
common  complaints  - "rheumatism",  "backache",  "sleeplessness", 
"nervousness"  - most  of  which  are  in  themselves  meaningless  terms. 
Much  of  tho  education  undertaken  by  health  authorities  and  voluntary 
committees,  has  been  directed  towards  securing  the  early  diagnosis 
of  disease  and  their  posters  often  seem  designed  to  frighten  the 
individual  into  seeking  early  advice  on  trivial  symptoms,  by  implying 
the  horrors  of  untreated  Venereal  Disease,  Tuberculosis  or  Cancer. 

Such  education,  if  superimposed  on  a background  of  ignorance 
and  uninformed  public  opinion,  can  be  of  little  use  and  may  result 
in  a great  deal  of  unnecessary  psycho-neurosis. 

Although  the  recognition  of  the  importance  of  health  education 
has  grown  steadily  and  many  countries  including  our  own,  have 
special  bodies  devoted  to  it,  the  fundamental  need  has  largely 
been  passed  by.  It  is  the  training  rf  the  young  child  in  a healthy 
way  of  life  and  the  inculcation  in  him  - perhaps  indoctrination 
would  be  a better  word  - of  a sane  and  balanced  approach  to  the 
question  of  health. 

The  school  is  clearly  the  place  for  this  most  important  work 
Health  education  should  not  be  a separate  part  of  the  ordinary 
school  curriculum  - it  should  be  invisibly  interwoven  into  the 
fabric  of  what  the  child  is  taught  and  his  physical  environment 
should  be  so  designed  as  to  play  an  unconscious  but  effective  part 
in  the  work.  Of  these,  the  former  is  the  most  important  and  costs 
the  least  money. 

Throughout  the  70  schools,  mostly  small,  in  area  5,  I have 
seen  little  evidence  that  serious  attention  has  been  given  to 
integrating  health  education  in  the  manner  described.  It  appears 
likely  that  the  training  of  teachers  is  itself  at  fault,  for  they 
seldom  appear  aware  of  the  need  for  the  development  of  a positive 
attitude  towards  health  in  the  schoolchild  and  there  seems  to  be 
little  guidance  coming  to  them  from  their  superiors  in  this  matter. 
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National  Assistance  Acts  1948/1951 


♦ 


No  action  has  been  initiated  or  taken  under  section  47 
of  these  Acts  during  the  year. 


I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Council 
members  for  their  co-operation,  to  Mr.  G.S .Scarlett,  Mr.P.H. 
Bowden  and  Mr. P.C. Weeks  and  other  officers  of  the  Council 
for  their  willing  assistance  and  to  the  staff  of  my  County 
Office,  for  the  very  considerable  time  and  help  they  have 
given  me  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 


A.  E.  BROWN. 

M.D. , B.S.,  D.P.H. 


Footnote . 


The  report  published  by  H.M.  Stationery  Office  - "The 
Fluoridation  of  Domestic  Water  Supplies  in  North  America  as 
a Means  of  Controlling  Dental  Caries",  has  now  been  published. 

The  conclusions  reached  by  the  expert  committee  confirm  the 
value  of  fluoridation  in  America  and  recommend  its  adoption 
in  this  country  with  the  rather  surprising  recommendation  that 
the  first  schemes  should  be  on  an  experimental  basis.  I 
personally  consider  that  there  is  considerable  weight  of  evidence 
in  favour  of  the  value  of  the  procedure  and  not  one  report  has 
appeared  indicating  any  deleterious  effects  in  dosages  up  to 
1 part  per  1,000,000. 

I have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the  Council  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  implement  the  recommen.dat ions  of  the  report 
which  broadly  speaking  is  to  ensure  a fluorine  content  of  one 
part  per  million  in  drinking  water. 

This  measure  could  be  reasonably  expected  to  result  in  a reduction 
in  the  caries  rate,  conservatively  estimated  at  20$  in  the  next 
generation,  at  a cost  of  a few  pence  per  person  per  annum. 
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Table  1 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Note  2 


Area  (in..$Oreg)  79 >742 
Estimated  Resident  Population  18,020 
Rateable  Value  £53 , 519 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £ 224 


2 . LIVE  BIRTHS 


I 

; Males 

Females 

Total 

i 

Legitimate 

i». 

~ 

149 

285 

Illegitimate 

3 

7 

10 

Total s 

139 

156 

295 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000 

of  estimated  Resident  Population 

Depwade  Rural  District  ...  16.5 

Area  5^  • • » • « « . « « . • 15*6 

3 • STILL  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

10 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

Total : 

6 

6 

12 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000 

total  births,  Depwade  Rural  District  39*0 
Ar ea  5 ...  ...  28.0 


4.  DEATHS  (all  ages). 


Males 

Females 

Total 

114 

117 

_ 

231 

Crude  Death  Rate 

per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident  Population. 

Depwade  Rural  District  12.8 

Area  5 ...  ...  ...  .•«  ...  12.6 

5.  INFANT  MORTALITY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year). 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

11 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

8 . 

5 

13 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births 


Depwade  Rural  District  44.0 

Area  5*..  ...  * • • ...  28. 8 


Area  5 compri ses  Depwade  & Loddon  R. P's  and  Piss  & Rymondham 

U.  D r s • 
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Table  6 


Table  7 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

24.  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

27.  Gastritis , Enteritis  & 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

31.  Congenital  Malformations 

2 

1 

3 

32.  Other  defined  & ill-defined  _ 

diseases 

3 

3 

6 

33*  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

1 

- 

1 

Totalsi 

8 

5 

13 

CAUSE  OE  TOTAL  DEATHS  (Registrar  - 

General ) . 

Mai  e s 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis 5 Respiratory 

1 

^ _ 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

2 

r** 

2 

3*  Syphilitic  disease 

- 

1 

I 

4*  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

— 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

* 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

1 

- 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

5 

7 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 

bronchus 

4 

1 

5 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

1 

1 

13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

- 

- 

- 

14.  Other  malignant  & Lymphatic 

neoplasms. 

11 

8 

19 

15.  Leukoemia,  Aleukemia. 

— 

1 

1 

16.  Diabetes. 

— 

2 

2 

17»  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system. 

15 

25 

40 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

13 

11 

24 

IS.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

- 

1 

20.  Other  heart  diseases 

30 

33 

63 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

6 

9 

22.  Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

23.  Pneumonia 

5 

2 

7 

24.  Bronchitis. 

3 

3 

6 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

1 

- 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  .&  duodenum 

2 

2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

1 

2 

3 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

2 

2 

29.  Plyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

- 

4 

30.  Pregnancy, childbirth  and  abortion 

— 

— 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

32.  Other  defined  diseases 

6 

7 

13 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

2 

5 

34*  All  other  accidents 

3 

3 

6 

35.  .Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Total s 

114 

— j 

117 

231 

7 


Table  8 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURING-  THE  YZ)AR  1952 
TAccording  to  Age  GroupsTT 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under 

1 year 

8 

5 

13 

1 

and 

under  5 

- 

- 

— 

5 

tt 

it 

10 

- 

— 

— 

10 

it 

ii 

20 

2 

— 

2 

20 

It 

t! 

30 

2 

1 

3 

30 

n 

71 

40 

— 

1 

1 

40 

n 

II 

30 

4 

5 

9 

30 

tl 

tt 

60 

5 

5 

10 

60 

Tt 

tl 

70 

18 

15 

33 

70 

if 

tt 

80 

38 

37 

75 

80 

tt 

II 

90 

27 

37 

64 

90 

it 

11 

100 

5 

7 

12 

100 

and 

over 

— 

— 

- 

Total  § 

109  _ 

113 

222 

It  is  pointed  out  that  there  is  a discrepancy  between  the 
total  number  of  deaths  recorded  in  this  table  which  is  based  on  actual 
death  notifications  received  and  those  of  Tables  4 and  7 which  are 
compiled  from  information  given  by  the  Registrar-General . 

Table  9.  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  RATE. 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1S50 

1951 

1952 

Live  Births  (per  19000  pop. ) 

(321 ; 

(308) 

(252) 

(267) 

(287) 

(2S5  ) 

Depwade  Rural  District 

19.1 

17.3 

16.7 

14.8 

15-8 

16.3 

Area  5 • 

18.6 

15.7 

14.5 

14.9 

15.4 

15.6 

England  & Wales 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5 

15.3 

Still  Births  (per  1,000 

(ii ; 

(ii) 

(4) 

(3) 

(5) 

total  births) 

(12) 

Depwade  Rural  District 

33.1 

34.4 

13-  2 

11.1 

17.4 

39. 0 

Area  5» 

27.8 

30.4 

27.0 

23.0 

26.8 

28.0 

England  & ^ales 

— 

— 

— 

22.6 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1,000  pop.) 

(251) 

(217) 

(252) 

(240) 

(256  ) 

(231) 

Depwade  Rural  District 

14.9 

12.  2 

14.0 

13.3 

14.1 

12.8 

Area  5. 

12.7 

12.9 

13.3 

12.1 

14.0 

12.6 

England  & Wales 

12.0 

10.8 

11.7 

11.6 

12.5 

11-3 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1?000 

(8) 

(9) 

(6) 

(6) 

(13) 

live  births) 

(ii) 

Depwade  Rural  District 

34.2 

25.9 

31.4 

22.4 

20.9 

44.0 

Area  5. 

32.4 

31.8 

21.0 

14.5 

27.5 

28.8 

Eneiand  & Wales 

41.0 

34.0 

32.0 

29.8 

29.6 

_ 

27.6 

figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Depwade  R.D. 
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Table  10 


BIRTH- 


MORTALITY 
IF  THE" 
ROT  URN' 


■RATOS^DSAT H- RATES 


AND  CASE-RATE 


.:,o  FOR  CJ 

YEAR  1952.  PROVISIONAL 


ANALYSIS  01 
ERTAIN 


PORT ALIT  Y,  MATERNAL 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
IGURES  BASED  ON  QUARTERLY 


1 

England 

160  County 

160  smaller 

& 

Boroughs  & 

Towns 

Area. 

'>'ales 

,Great  Towns 

(Resident 

5 

j 

(including 

pop. 

I 

I 

LONDON) 

25,000  - 
50,000  at 
1951  Cens. 

I BIRTHS. 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Pop. 

Live  births 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

15.6 

Still  births  ) 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0.45 

) 

22 . 6 (a ) 

24.6(a) 

23.0(a) 

28. 0 (a 

DEATHS . 

■■ 

i 

i 

All  Causes 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6  i 

Tyhoid  and  paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00  t 

irho oping  Cough 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00  ! 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00  | 

Tuberculosis 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.11  j 

Influenza 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00  ! 

Smallpox 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (in- 

0.00 

— 

— 

0.00 

eluding  polioencephalitis) 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00  ‘ 

Pneumonia 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.27  | 

} 

NOTIFICATIONS ( CORRECTED ) 

Typhoid  fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00  j 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

o.oo  ! 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

o.oo ! 

Scarlet  fever 

1.53 

1.75 

1.58 

0.  S3  ! 

"'hooping  Cough 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

2.54  ! 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.02 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.15 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

o.oo  ; 

Measles 

8.86 

10.11 

8.49 

11 . 88  | 

Pneumonia 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

1.13  ! 

j 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (in- 
cluding polioencephalitis) 
raralytic 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

i 

0.02  i 

Non- Paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.05  1 

Food-poisoning 

0.13 

0.16 

0.11 

o.2i ; 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

17.87(a) 

' 

23.94(a) 

10.22(a) 

4 . 68  ! 
(a)  ; 

; 

. 

Rate  per  1,00C 

) Live  Births 

Deaths 

I 

! 

! i 

1 

All  causes  under  1 year 
of  age 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

27.6(b) 

31.2 

25.8 

I j 

128.89  | 
j 

under  2 years  of  age 

1.1 

j 

1.3 

o 

• 

VJ1 

3.06  ! 

i 

MAT ERF AL  1 IORT AL I T Y 


ND  & 


Intermediate  List  No. 
and  cause. 

i 

. 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Rates  per  1,000 
total  (Live  & 
Still  Births) 

Rates 

Per 

Mill.  ! 

women 

aged 

15- 

44 

A.lja  Sepsis  of  pregnancy, childbirth 
and  the  puerperium 

61 

0.09 

i 

j 

~ A 

9 -s  | 

(Corfcinued  overleafj 
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A116)  Abortion  with  toxaemia 

13 

0.02 

1 

) Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 

1 

1 

) and  the  puerperium 

147 

0.21 

A. 117  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 

1 

and  childbirth 

59 

0.09 

1 

A118  Abortion  without  mention  of 

sepsis  or  toxaemia 

31 

0.04 

3 

j A11S  Abortion  with  sepsis 

47 

0.07 

K 

J 

! A120  Other  complications  of 

pregnancy , childbirth  and  the 

puerperium 

138 

j 

o 

CM 

• 

O 

1 

births. 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (live  8:  Still)  Births,  (b)  Per  1,000  related  live/ 


Table  11.  NOTIFICATIONS  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS ) 

TIC CORDING  TO  AGO  GROUPS) 




Under 

1-2 

3-4 

10-14 

15-24 

Over 

Total 

1 

1 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs i yrs 

_ yrs 

25 

i Scarlet  Fever 

« 

fmm 

3 

7 

1 

1 

12 

I Measles 

4 

51 

67 

168 

25 

4 

7 

326 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

13 

19 

23 

5 

1 

1 

71 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

2 

4 

3 

- 

16 

26 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

5 

Erysipelas 

n 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

2 

3 

6 

23 

8 

2 

16 

60 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

'Veils  disease 

« 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

i 

Total; 

11 

69 

-_98 

230 

'T 

l 

9 

52 

512 

Table  12.  INCIDENCE  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING-  1952  (OTHER  THAN 

tubbrculosisJT" 


0 

UARTERS 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th  ( Total t 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

11 

12  ! 

''Ti o oping  Cough 

25 

28 

17 

1 

71  1 

Measles 

111 

95 

120 

326  | 

Pneumonia 

10 

8 

1 

7 

26 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Infective  Jaundice 

4 

- 

1 

- 

5 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

. - 

3 

1 

4 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

54 

6 

- 

- 

60 

.Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

r* 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Weils  Disease 



- 

1 

- 

1 

Total : 

i 

207  i 140 

145 

20 

512 

Table  13.  TUBERCULOSIS . (Details  of  Lev  Oases  during  1952). 


Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

-■  - - . 

M 

TP 

M 

F 

0-4 

7 

1 j 

_ 

5-14 

— 

•- 

1 

2 

15-24 

1 

2 

- 

1 

25-34 

1 

3 

- 

- 

35-44 

1 

- 

- 

45-54 

2 

1 

- 

- 

55-64 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65- 

""  , - j 

1 

- 

Total s 

7 

1 

7 

2 

3 

Table  14 


TUBERCULOSIS  (N  UPPER  0?  CASES  ON  T . B . REGISTER  ENDED  1952} 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total 

36 

17 

25 

19 

61 

36 

Totals  * 

53 

44 

97 

Table  15. 


DETAILS  OF  NEW  CASES  01'  TUBERCULOSIS 


FOR  LAST  FIVE  YEARS . 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Pulmonary  M) 

4 

8 

5 

4 

7 

F) 

2 

6 

5 

7 

Non-pulmonary  M) 

10 

7 

3 

1 

2 

F) 

2 

5 

7 

3 

Total ? 

14 

19 

19 

17 

19 

Area  5 Total? 

25 

M . 

31 

36 

43 

Table  16.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  following  is  the  number  of  notifications  of  primary 
and  booster  injections  received  during  the  last  three  years 
in  respect  of  Area  5. 


1952 

1951 

1950 

1 

Primary  Injections 

1 

Booster  Injections  ! 

Under 

5 

Age 

5-14 

Under 
! 5 

Age 

5-14 

371 

460 

487 

■ n i.m  I- 

95 

70 

100 

i 

! 

15 

9 

6 

! 

589 

178 

447 

Total s 

1318 

- 1 

265 

; 

50 

1214 

Table  16(a) 


The  state  of  diphtheria  immunisation  in  Area  5 of 
children  born  during  the  years  1549  to  1952  is  shown  in  the 
following  table. 


] 

i Area  5 

i i 

; 1543  1 1.50 

1551 

1,52 

Number  of  Live  Births  1 

registered  ! 616  1 590 

617 

623 

Number  of  Diph.Imms. 

recorded.  } 355  380 

340 

110 

Percentage  immunised  I 57.6  64.4 

55.1 

17.6 

11 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report. 
1952. ___ 


HOUSING 


(a)  General . The'  total  number  of  separate  units  of  dwelling  accommodation 

shown  in  the  Rate  Books)  was  6012 , an 

date  in  1951.  This  figure  excludes  all 
and  others  unsuitable  for 

of  all  dwellings  subject 


in  the  District  at  2/5/52  (as 
increase  of  84  since  the  same 
vacant  dwellings  subject  to  statutory  order 
further  habitation. 

Early  in  1952  a survey  was  completed 
to  Demolition  Orders  and  Undertakings  still 
and  the  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the 


standing- 

findings 


in  the  District 


Subject  to 

D.  O’s . 


Subject  to 
Undertakings. 


No.  of  houses  still  occupied 
No.  of  houses  vacant 


58 

J12 

131 


25 

15 

7(5 


Following  the  consideration  by  the  Council  of  the  Survey 
Report  informal  action  has  resulted  in  a number  of  the  vacant  houses 
being  demolished,  and  some  of  the  tenants  of  the  occupied  houses  re- 
housed, and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  fig 
followings  ~ 


No.  of  houses  still  occupied 
No.  of  houses  vacant 


es  had 

improved  to 

the 

D.Ofs 

lh 

46 

(a ) 21 

(h ) 

58 

48 

IX>4 

<79 

Note 


(a)  This  figure  includes  23  occupied  by  licence  issued  under  Defence 
Regulation  68a. 

(b)  This  figure  includes  6 occupied  by  licence  issued  under  Defence 
Regulation  68a. 


In  one  case  it  was  found  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Magistrates 
for  an  ejectment  order  in  respect  of  a house  subject  to  a Demolition 
Order,  the  structural  condition  of  which  had  become  dangerous.  The 
necessarjr  order  was  granted  and  the  tenant  eventually  moved  into  a 
Council  converted  dwelling. 


Action  under  Sec. 11  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936,  resulted  in 
Demolition  Orders  being  made  in  respect  of  24  houses.  2 Undertakings 
were  accpeted  that  cottages  should  not  be  let  again  for  human 
habitation,  but  permitting  their  use  as  a store  and  a garage. 

In  one  case  the  owner  appealed  to  the  County  Court  against 
Demolition  Orders  made  on  two  cottages  (which  were  still  standing  in 
a semi-derelict  condition  after  being  damaged  by  fire  several  years 
previously).  Judgement  was  given  in  favour  of  the  Council  confirming 
the  Demolition  Order  on  one  cottage,  but  the  order  on  the  second  one 
was  quashed  on  the  grounds  that  it  had  ceased  to  be  a house  capable 
of  being  occupied. 

Another  year  having  passed  without  legislation  to  amend  the 
Rent  Restriction  Acts,  the  position  of  owners  who  are  unable  to  re- 
cover an  economic  rent ’to  cover  the  cost  of  repairs  to  cottage 
property,  remains  unchanged  - if  anything  worse.  In  view  of  this,  I 
have  to  report  that  it  is  difficult  to  take  formal  action  under  Sec. 

9 of  the  Housing  Act, 1936. 

For  the  execution  of  urgent  repairs  and  other  essential  work, 
informal  letters  have  been  sent  to  owners  and  in  the  majority  of  cases 
they  have  been  co-operative.  No  formal  notices  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  were  served. 

Useful  information  is  .regularly  received  from  the  Housing 
Manager  of  houses  becoming  vacant  when  tenants  are  being  re-housed  by 


the  Council,  which  enables  this  department  to  take  appropriate 
action  either  to  get  the  premises  repaired  before  re-occupation  or 
institute  procedure  under  Sec. 11  of  the  Housing  Act ,1936. 

It  was  anticipated  that  when  the  1949  Housing  Act  made 
provision  for  grants  to  be  made  for  improvements  to  existing 
dwellings,  this  would  have  been  instrumental  in  getting  a number  of 
the  Category  3 houses  in  the  district  brought  up  to  modern  standards. 
Although  the  1952  Act  extended  the  scope  of  the  grants  to  tied 
agricultural  cottages,  by  the  end  of  the  year  not  one  grant  had  been 
made. 


By  the  end  of  the  year  2814  houses  had  been  inspected  under 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey  and  placed  in  the  various  categories  as 
follows ! - 


Category  1. 

" 2. 


n 


3. 


5. 


Satisfactory  in  all  respects 
Minor  defects 

Requiring  repair,  structural 
alteration  or  improvement 
Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond 
repair  at  reasonable  expense 


658 

23.4% 

562 

20 . 0% 

1003 

35*6% 

591 

21.0% 

Note?  These  figures  do  not  include  Council  Houses. 


(b)  New  Housing 

During  the  year  the  Council  built  a further  104  new  dwellings 
as  follows? - 


1 - Four  bedroom  house. 

77  - Three  " houses. 

22  - Two  " Bungalows. 

2 - Two  " Flats. 

2 - One  " Flats. 

making  a total  of  588  permanent  post  war  houses  occupied  by  the  end 
of  1952.  With  the  86  post  war  temporary  dwellings  provided  by  the 
conversion  of  service  buildings  and  625  pre  war  Council  dwellings 
this  makes  a grand  total  of  1299  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  in 
the  District. 


20  new  private  dwellings  were  also  erected  in  1952. 


( c ) Overcrowding 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
brought  to  the  notice  of  this  department  but  the  figures  shown  do  not 
necessarily  indicate  a true  state  of  overcrowding  in  the  district. 


No.  of  cases  reported 

during  1952  - houses 

- families 

- persons 


Standard  of 
Hsg. Act ,1936 . 

8 

10 

62 


Bedroom 
Standard * 

4 

4 

30 


No.  of  cases  abated  during  1952 

(a)  by  action  of  L.A. 

(b)  by  other  means  5 allocated 

C.Hses. 


No.  of  cases  remaining  on 
register  31*12.52. 


3 


4 


* The  expression  "Bedroom  standard"  indicates  that  the  livingrooms  have 
been  excluded  in  calculating  the  permitted  number  as  laid  down  in  the 
statutory  standard. 


14. 


Taking  all  the  relevant  factors  into  consideration  (viz i lack 
of  piped  water  supply,  electricity,  the  age  and  condition  of  dwellings 
etc. ) the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  district  is 
extremely  good  - stiangely  enough  the  cottages  of  elderly  tenants  are 
more  often  found  to  be  kept  spotlessly  clean  in  comparison  with  those 
of  younger  tenants,  luring  the  year  9 cases  of  dirty  premises  and 
3 of  verminous  premises  were  dealt  with,  and  remedial  measures  taken 
by  the  occupants  following  informal  action. 

(e)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

Further  evidence  of  the  present  difficult  housing  situation 
is  shown  by  the  increasing  number  of  persons  chosing  to  live  in 
caravans  and  other  moveable  dwellings.  Whilst  this  matter  is 
becoming  a somewhat  serious  problem  in  some  areas,  it  cannot  be  said 
to  have  reached  such  proportions  in  this  listrict,  as  only  isolated 
separate  sites  are  concerned,  and  all  the  17*  licensed  dwellings 
(which  are  mainly  of  the  proprietary  car  trailer  type)  have  been 
inspected  regularly  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

One  aspect  of  these  dwellings  which  requires  careful  supervision  is 
overcrowding,  which,  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  legal  standard, has 
to  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  conditions  found  in  each 
indicidual  case  (#Notes  This  figure  was  reduced  to  14  by  the  end  of 
the  year). 

One  application  for  a licence  was  refused  during  the  year  on 
grounds  of  unsatisfactory  ventilation  and  absence  of  satisfactory 
water  supply. 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  District. 

"AT DR  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Mains.  A further  7.50  miles  of  new  mains  and  extensions  were  carried 
out  during  the  year,  as  follows s- 

Tasburgh  ...  ...  ...  5.60  miles. 

Sarsham  1.82  ” 

Harlcston 08 

7. 50  miles. 

With  the  5. 89  miles  of  mains  at  Long  Stratton  and  Harleston 
laid  pre-war,  this  brings  the  total  of  water  mains  in  the  District 
at  the  end  of  1952  to  ...  65.63  miles. 

The  number. of  dwellings  and  approximate  population  being 
supplied  with  mains  water  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows e. - 


Number  of  Houses. 


Parish 

Direct  to 
houses. 

By 

standpipe. 

Total . 

Estd 

Popln 

A1 burgh 

81 

6 

87 

261 

Aslacton  & Moulton 

92 

6 

98 

294 

Bressingham 

126 

56 

162 

486 

Brockdish 

63 

5 

68 

204 

Bunwell  & Carle ton  Rode 

159 

12 

171 

513 

Denton 

58 

38 

96 

288 

Dickleburgh 

156 

16 

152 

456 

Earsham 

122 

7 

129 

387 

Forncett 

15 

- 

15 

45 

Rempnall 

155 

28 

183 

549 

Long  Stratton 

206 

39 

245 

735 

Morningthorpe 

30 

11 

41 

123 

Needham 

44 

10 

54 

162 

Fulham  Market 

127 

19 

146 

438 

Pulham  St. Mary 

138 

8 

146 

438 

Harleston 

_432 

_7£ 

506 

1518 

continue  over 

1984  - 

315 

2299 

6897 

15. 


Parish 


Number  of  Houses. 

Direct  to  By 
houses . standpipe  Total. 


Sstd.  1 '* 
Popln. 


continued 

1984 

315 

2299 

6397 

Ho  yd  on 

59 

16 

75 

225 

Scole 

226 

6 

232 

696 

Starston 

27 

1 

28 

84 

Tacolneston 

26 

— 

26 

78 

Tasburgh 

82 

5 

87 

261 

Tharston 

6 

2 

8 

24 

Tibenham 

15 

— 

15 

45 

Tivetshall 

St . Margaret 

16 

- 

16 

48 

Wacton 

5 

4 

9 

27 

Wort well 

24 

- 

24 

72 

Totals  - 

2470 

349 

2819 

8457 

For 

comparative  purposes,  the  number  of 

houses  being 

supplied 

with  mains 

water  at  the  end 

of  each  of  the 

last 

5 years  is 

as  follows 

Year. 

No.  of  miles 

No.  of  houses 

Approx. percentage  of 

of  main  laid. 

being  suppli 

ed . 

total  houses. 

1948 

7.4 

1158 

20.1 

1949 

10.8 

1434 

24.0 

1950 

23.85 

1904 

32.1 

1951 

10.24 

2463 

41.0 

1952 

7.50 

2819 

46.8 

14  routine  samples  of  mains  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  1 for  chemical  analysis,  and  all  were 
reported  as  satisfactory. 

In  all  cases  where  new  mains  or  extensions  are  laid,  samples 
of  the  water  are  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
followed  up  until  satisfactory  results  are  received,  during  the  year 
this  involved  the  taking  of  23  samples,  15  of  which  were  satisfactory, 
3 ’suspicious’  and  5 unsatisfactory. 

( b ) Other  Water  Supplies. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  during 
the  year  and  results  received s- 


Bacteriological  bxamn . Chemical  Analysis •_ 


No . 

No.  No.  No. 

No. 

No.  No. 

No. 

taken. 

Fit.  Doubt-  Unfit, 
ful. 

taken. 

Fit.  Doubt- 
ful . 

Un- 

fit 

Private  supplies  - 


Shallow  wells. 

68 

28 

5 

35 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Ponds  etc. 

4 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bores. 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Council  supplies  - 

Shallow  wells. 

7 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bores . 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

90 

43  7 

40 

1 1 

— 

— 

The  fact  that  only  approximately  41 % of  samples  taken  from 
shallow  wells  were  reported  as  satisfactory,  is  a further  indication 
of  the  doubtful  purity  of  water  obtained  therefrom,  and  calls  for 
strict  enforcement  of  the  Building  Bye-law  provisions  when  new  wells 
of  this  type  are  dug.  During  the  year  experiments  we re  carried  out  on 
certain  of  these  unsatisfactory  shallow  wells  by  chlorinating  with 
chloride  of  lime  following  a thorough  cleansing  of  the  wells;  some 
success  was  achieved  but  owing  to  the  unstable  nature  of  this 
chlorinating  agent  it  is  not  considered  suitable  as  a.  regular  dosing 
material,  and  further  experiments  are  being  made  with  a sodium 


, hypochlorite  solution  ('Chloros')  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  regular 

4.  ' dosing  of  such  wells  by  a small  amount  of  this  sterilising  agent 

the  water  can  be  kept  in  a potable  condition  until  a more  satisfactory 
supply  is  made  available. 

The  seasonal  drop  in  the  water  levels  of  shallow  wells  was 
not  so  marked  in  1952  as  in  recent  years,  and  although  the  carting 
of  water  was  carried  out  in  6 parishes,  it  was  on  a much  reduced 
scale. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

(a)  Water  Carried.  The  Council  completed  sewage  disposal  schemes  for 

housing  sites  during  the  year  in  the  following  parishes  - Brockdish, 
Bressingham  (near  School),  The  Tivetshalls , Pulham  St. Mary  and  Scole. 
In  the  latter  case  the  disposal  works  are  constructed  to  take  the 
whole  village  scheme,  and  the  sewers  recently  laid  are  an  advanced 
portion  of  this  scheme. 

The  village  schemes  for  Hempnall  and  Dickie burgh  (started  in 
1951)  were  well  advanced  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  were  expected  to 
be  in  operation  by  May  or  June ,1955* 

The  extension  of  the  Council's  water  main  continues  to  bring 
with  it  the  consequent  drainage  problems,  with  the  result  that,  as  in 
recent  years,  a number  of  septic  tank  drainage  systems  with  bathrooms 
and  W. C's  have  again  been  installed. 

The  emptying  of  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  in  the  district 
continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Dennis  800  gallon  Cesspool  Emptier, 
operated  by  driver  and  a mate.  The  vehicle  is  employed  on  three  days 
per  week  for  this  work,  and  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  are  as  follows s- 


Total  mileage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  loads  collected  from  Cesspools  etc. 
on  Depwade  R. D. C. Housing  Sites  ... 

8,968 

525 

(including 
soil  work 
below ) 

night 
- see 

No.  of  loads  collected  from  private 

cesspools  in  the  Depwade  R.D.  ... 

305 

No.  of  loads  collected  from  cesspools 

outside  the  Depwade  R. District  ... 

205 

Total  loads 

1*033 

The  contents  of  cesspools  etc.  continued  to  be  disposed  of  on 
to  suitable  arable  land,  and  at  the  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Tibenham  and  Thorpe  Abbotts  - and  has  proved  satisfactory. 

(b)  Other.  The  weekly  collection  of  E. C.pail  contents  has  continued  in  the 
parishes  of  Harleston,  Pulham  Market  and  Pulham  St.:. ary.  This  work  is 
also  carried  out  by  the  Cesspool  Emptier  (with  special  attachment  for 
the  purpose)  and  takes  two  nights  per  week,  with  an  additional  man 
from  the  Refuse  Collection  staff  on  one  night. 

Disposal  of  E. C.pail  contents  on  specially  prepared  'straw 
pans'  for  composing  as  manure  has  continued  satisfactorily. 

The  number  of  E. C's  in  Pulham  Mary  were  reduced  late  in  the 
year  by  the  installation  of  N.  C's  at  28  existing  Council  Houses. 

The  conversion  of  E.  C's  to  ’PCs  at  Harleston  and  Long 
Stratton  continues  slowly  without  the  Council  taking  statutory  action. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  & DISPOSAL' . 


The  refuse  collection  service  continues  to  be  carried  on  with 
no  important  changed  from  the  previous  year.  The  two  Dennis  10  cu. 
yard  vehicles  (purchased  in  1948  and  1949  respectively)  have  given 
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another  years  satisfactory  service,  and  the  same  7 men  working  on  tHe< 
vehicles  have  also  given  satisfactory  service.  The  Fordson  Utility 
van  is  still  in  use  for  casual  refuse  collection  work,  salvage 
collection  and  carting  covering  soil  for  the  tips. 

Thirteen  small  extensions  embracing  150  houses  have  been  made 
to  the  refuse  collection  areas  during  the  year,  and  with  the  new 
houses  erected  this  brings  the  total  of  dwellings  now  included  in  this 
service  to  5,396  - almost  90?'  of  all  dwellings  in  the  district. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  the  disposal 
of  refuse  - the  five  tips  situated  at  rTeybread , Ashwellthorpe , Fomcett , 
Hempnall  and  Roydon  still  being  used.  Tith  the  limited  amount  of 
labour  available  every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  these  tips  in  as 
satisfactory  a condition  as  possible;  nuisances  from  flies  and  other 
insects  are  kept  down  by  spraying  the  tip  faces  with  proprietory 
insecticides  and  the  rat-catcher  gives  all  the  tips  regular  treat- 
ments to  keep  down  the  rats. 


Salvage. 


The  collection  of  waste  paper  from  dwellings  and  business 
premises  has  been  kept  going  during  the  year,  but  as  the  price  for 
which  this  salvage  could  be  sold  dropped  to  such  an  uneconomic 
figure  about  midyear,  the  collection  was  on  a restricted  basis 
during  the  last  6 months.  2f  tons  were  sold  early  in  the  year  for 
£27. 10s.,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  8 tons  had  been 
baled  and  held  in  stock,  pending  improved  prices.  There  has  been  an 
increased  demand  for  scrap  iron  during  1952,  and  £110  was  received 
from  two  scrap  metal  merchants  for  the  right  to  remove  light  scrap 
iron  from  the  We yb read  Refuse  Tip. 

SUPERVISION  OR  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Rood  Premises  - General.  The  total  number  of  food  premises  other 

than  dairies  on  the  Council's  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as 
follows i - 


Food  shops  ...  ...  ... 

Restaurants , hot els , cafes  etc. 
Public  Houses  . ...  ... 

Other  (mills , factories  etc.) 


131 

10 

87 

17 


Total  . . . 


245 


Routine  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  carried  out, 
and  generally  cleanliness  and  food  handling  hygiene  have  been  found 
to  be  satisfactory  - in  a few  cases  where  limewashing  or  redecoration 
of  premises  has  been  found  to  be  overdue,  this  has  been  remedied 
following  informal  action.  Facilities  for  hand  washing  have  not 
always  been  found  to  be  of  the  most  modern  type,  but  comply  with  the 
requirements  laid  down  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act ,1938. 

In  accordance  with  a recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Notice  Cards  have  been  delivered  to  all  food  shops  in  the  District 
requesting  customers  not  to  take  their  dogs  into  such  shops  - with 
few  exceptions  shopkeepers  were  pleased  to  exhibit  the  notices,  and 
members  of  the  public  have,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  been 
willing  to  co-operate  in  this  measure  to  improve  hygiene  in  food  shops. 


Only  3 fish  stalls  are  known  to  operate  by  way  of  street 
trading  in  the  District  (apart  from  mobile  fish-and-chip , ice-cream 
etc.  vans)  and  although  this  method  of  food  sale  is  to  be  deplored 
on  general  public  health  grounds,  frequent  inspections  have  not 
shown  any  serious  infringements  of  the  Food  Handling  Bye-laws. 

(b)  Bakehouses . The  number  of  bakehouses  in  the  District  has  boon 

considerably  reduced  in  the  past  year  or  so,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  only  10  were  still  in  use.  These  have  been  visited  regularly 
during  the  year,  and  in  spite  of  some  of  the  premises  being  far 
from  modern  structurally,  all  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean 
and  satisfactory  condition. 


(q  )s  Dairies , Milk  Distribution  and  Ico -Cream.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
, ’ were  13  registered  retail  Distributors  of  milk  operating  in  the 
District  (apart  from  producer-retailers  which  are  registered  and 
controlled  by  the  County  Agricultural  Committee).  Dive  of  these  sell 
their  milk  from  Dairies  situated  outside  the  District , two  operate 
from  dairies  at  producers'  farms  in  the  District,  three  use  the  two 
dairies  registered  by  the  Council,  and  the  remaining  three  carry  on 
their  businesses  without  dairy  premises  as  they  sell  only  milk  which 
is  delivered  to  them  in  bottles.  The  two  dairies  and  the  general 
distribution  of  milk  has  been  kept  under  inspection,  and  no  contra- 
vention of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  has  been  observed.  It  is 
gratifjring  to  note  the  increasing  tendency  for  bottled  milk  to  be 
delivered  in  the  District,  which  is  obviously  much  more  satisfactory 
from  all  points  of  view  than  the  old  'dip  can  to  jug'  method,  and 
only  a relatively  small  amount  of  milk  is  now  sold  in  this  way. 

9 Licences  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  were  issued  by  the 
Council  as  follows 2- 

' Tuberculin  Tested'  Dealers  Licences  4 

'Tuberculin  Tested'  Supplementary  Licences  2 

'Pasteurised'  Dealers  Licences  ...  ...  1 

'Pasteurised'  Supplementary  Licences  2 

9 

The  number  of  premises  registered  in  the  District  for  the 
manufacture  and/or  sale  of  ice  cream  at  31.12.52.  was  - 

(a)  for  manufacture  and  sale ...  1 

(b)  for  sale  only  30 

31 

29  of  the  registered  vendors  sell  ice-cream  pre-packed  as 
received  from  manufacturers  outside  the  District,  and  in  the  other 
case  ice-cream  supplied  from  our  one  manufacturer  is  sold  loose.  All 
the  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  no  case  of  a contra- 
vention of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  or  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations  was  found. 

Sight  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  the  results  of  which  were  as  follows'. 

Grade  1-6  Grade  II  » 1 

Grade  III  - 1 Grade  IV  - Nil. 

(d)  Meat  Inspection.  As  there  is  no  Ministry  of  Pood  Slaughterhouse 
situated  in  the  District,  meat  inspection  is  largely  confined  to  the 
meat,  offal  and  meat  products  offered  for  sale  in  the  retail  butchers 
shops.  No  cases  of  unsound  meat  etc. offered  for  sale  were  found  in  the 
course  of  routine  inspections  at  these  shops,  but  the  following  meat 
was  examined  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  butchers 
shops  at  the  request  of  the  butchers  concerned  — 

English  Beef  - 44§  lbs.  English  Pork  - 20  lbs. 

(e)  Inspection  and  Condemnation  of  Other  Poods.  The  following  is  a 
summarised  list  of  all  other  foods  condemned  in  the  District  during 
the  year  - 


26  tins  of  Meat  120  bottles  of  coffee)  Total 

7 tins  of  Pish  24  lbs.  of  Bacon  ) estimated 

37  tins  of  Pruit  & Vegetables.  3 lbs.  of  Butter  ) weight  - 

3 tins  of  Milk  5plbs.  of  Sugar  ) 160  lbs. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  Council's  register  at 
December  31st,  1952,  was  as  follows s- 

Factories  using  mechanical  power  ...  ...  72 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  14 

86 
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During  the  year  61  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made 
and  in  two  cases  premises  were  found  to  require  limewashing  of  the 
walls  and  ceiling , and  in  three  cases  the  sanitary  accommodation 
provided  for  employees  was  found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition, 
In  all  5 cases  the  required  work  was  carried  out  following  informal 
action.  50  inspections  were  also  carried,  out  at  places  where  build- 
ing operations  have  been  in  progress  to  ensure  that  satisfactory 
temporary  sanitary  arrangements  have  been  provided  for  workmen. 

Only  one  factory  in  the  District  is  known  to  employ  out- 
workers and  the  statutory  notification  list  received  in  August  1952 
from  this  firm  contained  the  names  of  only  two  outworkers.  One  of 
these  resided  outside  the  District  (and  was  duly  referred  to  the 
Council  concerned)  and  the  other  place  of  work  has  been  inspected 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Council's  Rodent  Operator  during  the  year  - 


local  Dwelling  Agric- 

Authority  houses  cultural  Other  Total 

prop er ty.  (In cl . C.  Hs.  ® L ty  premises 


No. of  inspections  of 
properties  as  a result  of 
notification. 

10 

15 

12 

57 

No. of  inspections  of 
properties  by  survey 

88 

2585 

155 

162 

2788 

No. of  properties  found 

to  be  infested  by  rats 
and/or  mice  (a)  Major 

(a) 

16 

75 

9 

4 

102 

(b ) Minor 

(b) 

19 

99 

6 

12 

156 

No. of  treatments  carried 

out 

55 

172 

15 

16 

258 

No. of  dead  rats  picked  up 

524 

126 

166 

47 

663 

The  various  sewerage  systems  in  the  District  were  again 
test  baited  for  rats5  and  the  only  evidence  of  infestation  found  was 
in  one  small  area  at  Harleston,  which  was  then  treated. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CONTROL. 

When  requested  by  the  Medical  Officer  the  usual  investigations 
have  been  made  at  premises  where  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease  have  occurred  to  ensure  the  satisfactory  isolation  of 
patients s exclusion  and  swabbing  of  contacts  attending  schools  or 
employed  in  any  food  trade,  and  generally  to  see  that  all  reasonable 
steps  are  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  Where  the  private 
doctor  or  householder  has  requested  it,  fumigation  of  infected  rooms 
has  been  carried  out.  This  has  also  been  done  in  cases  of  rooms 
previously  occupied  by  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  Cancer.  (Figures  as  to  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious . 
diseases  occurring  in  the  District  during  the  year  are  contained  in 
the  Medical  Officer's  section  of  the  Report). 

An  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  during  March  and  April  of  the 
3^ear  calls  for  special  mention.  The  area  concerned  was  the  Parishes 
of  Carleton  Rode  and  Bunwell , and  to  a lesser  degree  Forncett  and 
Tacolneston.  Altogether  a total  of  52  positive  cases  were  confirmed, 
but  the  enquiries  made  by  this  Department  involved  the  submission  of 
555  faeces  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  over  582 
visits  were  made  to  check  on  contacts  etc. 


F.H. BOWDEN 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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